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Abstract of proposed student project (1 page limit. This should mirror the aims page of a grant
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Introduction

Dogs and cats are often involved in vehicular accidents that sometimes lead to life-threatening injuries.!
Dogs and cats who become critically ill secondary to the injuries sustained during vehicular accidents are at
high risk for humane euthanasia due to the severity of their injuries and the high cost associated with their
care. An international pet insurance company- Trupanion- reports that in 2022, 1619 claims were filed for
dogs and cats who were in a car during a vehicular crash (unpublished data). It is unknown how many
animals were restrained in the car during the vehicular accidents. While the use of vehicular restraints has
been demonstrated to reduce injuries and death in humans, the impact of restraints or the frequency of
their use is poorly documented in veterinary patients.24 The goal of this study is to document the type and
utilization of vehicular restraints in dogs and cats who present to the Primary Care facility at the University
of Florida.

Research hypothesis and specific objectives

We hypothesize that 1. Vehicular restraints will be uncommonly used in dogs and cats who are visiting a
veterinary facility for routine non-emergent care and 2. Cats would be more likely to be restrained in a
vehicle compared to dogs.

Materials and Methods

This study is designed as a prospective observational study performed in the Primary Care service of the
Small Animal Hospital at the University of Florida. All clients who own dogs and cats presenting for routine
wellness evaluation or scheduled sick appointment are eligible to be enrolled in the study. Dogs and cats
who are presenting to the Primary Care service for emergency evaluation will be excluded from the study.
Clients will be asked to fill out a form evaluating the mode of transport of their pet to the veterinary hospital
and the type of restraint used (if any) during the transport. This will include the use of crates, harnesses,
seat belts and carriers. The data will be collected throughout the duration of the FVSP with data analysis
occurring after data collection.

Student Role

The FVSP student will be involved in all aspects of the study. The FVSP student will interact with the client
to collect the data, organize the data in a spreadsheet for statistical analysis and will be involved in the
interpretation of the data. The student will also have an opportunity to write the study for publication in a
scientific journal at the conclusion of the project.
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A. Personal Statement
I am currently a clinical track associate professor at the University of Florida with my appointment primarily focused on
teaching. | spend about 32-34 weeks working as a critical care veterinarian in the small animal hospital, teaching students,
interns and residents. | also provide didactic education for pre-clinical veterinary students. | enjoy my job as a clinician
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2012-2018 University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN
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